Worship for Sunday 29th March 2020

Pause in God’s presence

Loving God, I come in this place of encounter, with my own needs, desires and concerns. There are times, even in one day when I am full of anticipation and enthusiastic and affirmed in my journey with you. But there are times when I am tired and weighed down, like dry bones in a wilderness.  Amen.’

So gentle, healing and inspiring God, accept me as I am, breathe your love and peace into my heart that as I open myself to you and your word this may be a still point of grace in my day and in my journey.

Amen

Savour God’s word: Read one or more of these passages and be alert to God’s invitation through them: Ezekiel 37 v1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8 v6-11, John 11 v1-45.
Explore God’s word – in this time how might you allow God’s word to shape you?  In place of a sermon be creative and reflective.  Here are just a few ideas:

[image: image3.png]



Reflect – 

Read the story of Lazarus in John 11:1-44. 

Try to imagine yourself present to one or more of the scenes described in it. Notice your feelings and reactions. How do you find yourself responding? Do your responses connect to anything that is happening in your life? Can you talk to Jesus about what you are feeling? Allow some time also to hear what he says back to you.

Is there something in yourself that is entombed? Can you hear any signals in your heart urging you to “Come out”? if so, listen closely to those deep desires. Could they be growing strong enough to overcome your fears?

Sit silently with a word of phrase from one of the readings
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Read & Think:
Read The Following Hymn
Singing The Faith 611
Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

 

We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

 

I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

 

I will weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow
till we’ve seen this journey through.

 

When we sing to God in heaven
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we’ve known together
of Christ’s love and agony.

 

Brother, sister, let me serve you,
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

Who do share the Christian journey with?

Who has held the Christ light for you when you have needed? – Give thanks for them and their faith at that time.

Who might you hold this light for in the night time of their fear? – Pray for them now.

Give thanks for the harmony of our experiences and that our love and agony has been shared by Jesus – for he is with us and knows us, he also just knows what it is like – he experienced it for himself – Give thanks and know of him with you.

Listen/sing

A favourite old classic hymn to a different tune:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jECf4uZ2Odc
A more modern song:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrwkCOUOliI
Pray

· For all impacted by the unfolding pandemic, and all seeking to respond positively through it;
· For other news stories – places where people are facing different struggles;
· For those who need to hear the message of resurrection and hope, who are in need of comfort and company.
· For our Government as they decide on what is best to do in this time for our nation.
· For our congregation at Tempsford and James their minister;
· Lord, today I especially pray ….
The Lord’s prayer

Blessing

May the Christ who speaks the truth, who shares our tears and offers us resurrection, fill you with hope, surround you in love and envelop you in peace this day and every day.’  

The Lord bless you and keep you, those who you love and those for whom you pray.

