Worship Sheet: Sunday 22nd March 2020
‘This too will pass…’

Worship for Sunday 
(for a sheet to use with families see www.rootsontheweb.com/familiesathome22ma)

Pause in God’s presence

‘Lord, open our eyes to your presence, open our ears to your voice, our hearts to your love that as your beloved children we may travel as bearers of your light, through him who is Light of the World, Christ our Saviour.  Amen.’
Savour God’s word: Read one or more of these passages and be alert to God’s invitation through them: 1 Samuel 16.1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5.8-14; and John 9.1-41.

Explore God’s word – in this time how might you allow God’s word to shape you?  In place of a sermon be creative😊  Here are just a few ideas:

Mull this quote: “We are free to look at all things unimpeded. But when we are tired of seeing the world in all its disorder, its facades, its hate and separation, its demonic destruction, its adoration of the false, then let us close our eyes. Then we will see someone who looks at us with eyes of infinite human depth and power. And those eyes say to us "come and see".”  Paul Tillich

Sit silently with a word of phrase from one of the readings

Imagine yourself as one the characters in the Gospel account – write the story from your perspective.
Look and think:
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· What do you see in this image by a blind artist?

· How might you/your church respond if Jesus said, ‘you can see, but you are not seeing’?

· What steps might we take to make sure we really are ‘seeing’?

Read: Meditation (adapted) by Rosemary Broadstock c.2002
God is blind…..
To outward appearance
To what seems to be
To labels
To judgement by prejudices
God looks on the heart.
There, God has eyes wide open.
Are our eyes wide shut? 


When I look at God’s creation every day,
The stars, the hills, a blue sky, fresh rain
Do I see?

When I look at another
Do I take the time
to see?
to listen?
to appreciate?
to marvel? 

When I look at the people of other countries
When I look at an immigrant, a refugee
Do I see God’s child?

When I look at the cross
Do I see the courage, the power
In the face of God
When I look at the cross
Do I see the message
"For You.”

Rejoice!
God sees beyond all fault, all mistakes, all past, all facades.
He sees the child He made.

And God says
“For you are beautiful, Son of Adam
For you are beautiful, daughter of Eve. 

May we be blind as God is blind
May we be sighted as God is sighted.
…’
Listen/sing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tvt6E9N7AQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Hrh4lMgn-g
Where in your surroundings is the Good News reflected today?


Pray

· For all impacted by the unfolding pandemic, and all seeking to respond positively through it;
· For other news stories – places where people are facing different struggles;
· For those who will find Mothering Sunday painful;
· For our congregation at St. Ives and Nick their minister;
· Lord, today I especially pray ….
The Lord’s prayer


Blessing

May the Christ who has conquered the darkness enfold you in His light, fill you with hope, surround you in love and envelop you in peace this day and every day.’  

The Lord bless you and keep you, those who you love and those for whom you pray.
Other resources

· This Sunday Churches Together are calling Christians to join together in a National Day of Prayer and Action in the midst of this pandemic.  As a visual act we are invited to place a lit candle in our windows at 7.00pm as a commitment to our allowing Christ to light our lives, our community and our world through our prayers and actions.  Don’t forget to extinguish the candle afterwards.  More information at: www.cte.org.uk/calltoprayer
· Live worship: 
Wesley’s Chapel in London will continue to live-stream worship, adapted for no physical congregation.

Service times
Wednesday 12:45
Thursday 12:45
Sunday 9:45 and 11:00. 

All these services will be available 

at: www.youtube.com/channel/UCUAUqhmhevz5sqhh72LIMxA 
Swan Bank Methodist Church in Burslem will also live-stream worship 

Service Time: Sunday 10:30

The service will be available at www.youtube.com/user/SwanBank and 

www.facebook.com/swanbank/
· Premier Christian Radio – the Big Sunday Service: ‘At 8 a.m. join Pam Rhodes for Hearts and Hymns where she shares your favourite hymns and the stories behind them.  From 10 a.m. Simon Ward hosts Worship At Home the show created for you to experience the joy of weekly church gathering from your own home.’
· For those living in the Huntingdon area every weekday there is a thought for the day which airs at 8:30am on HCRFM (www.hcrfm.co.uk) You can find this on 104FM.  Also in the St. Neots area Black Cat radio are putting together a Sunday Service – more details to follow.
· Coronavirus prayer: https://youtu.be/2z2SzR1uddI 

· Worship at home sheet from the Methodist Church website https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/seasons-and-themes/worship-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
Watch this space

· Is there a song or a story which is sustaining you through these days?  Why not email the details to James (jjamesbamber@gmail.com) and we can include it in future sheets.

· Would you like to give a shout-out to others – send a message via email and we’ll include it.

· Keep calm, stop and pray.  If you can look out on our various Twitter and Facebook pages for updated information and possibilities for connecting in a new way.

· We do hope to be able to offer an online possibilities for connecting in the coming days – more information to follow.

‘The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.’

Philippians 4: 5 – 6
