Worship sheet for Sunday 25th July 2021[image: TextDescription automatically generated]   
Compiled by Vivien Almond of Eaton Ford Methodist Church, St Neots

May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fulness of life and power that comes from God 
(Eph 3 : 19)

Hymn No 718 (StF) – We lay our broken world in sorrow www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzWn1Uva-6U

Prayers
Lord we thank you that you have brought us to this point in our journey of life, we thank you that no matter how difficult the road has been, you have been there with us, Lord we thank you for the sun rise and sun set that gives us the cycle and consistency to living, that we can know that as we sleep others are awake and now we wake others sleep and throughout all your servants are worshiping you. Lord as we worship wherever we may be, help us to remember that we are joined through the thread of your love to all your servants. Amen
Lord enable us to praise you as we ought, a praise that can never reach to the depths of your love for us, but a praise, nevertheless, heartfelt and given freely because we want to. Amen
Lord open our minds and hearts to truly hear what it is you are saying to us through the words on this page, enable us to reflect on the readings in a way that is honest and willing, that one day all in this world will show the love offered through your love for us and earth will become as your Kingdom.
We offer our prayers through our ever loving, everlasting Lord Jesus Christ

Psalm 14 : 2 - 7

Hymn No 723 (StF) – Who can sound the depths of sorrow www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYfoKpbGko8

Reading – 2 Samuel 11 : 1 - 15

This reading is set for this Sunday as the ‘Continuous reading, however there is also alternative reading given in the lectionary that fits the other readings. It would be easy to take that option and not use the reading from Samuel, but in the world we live in today, we need not to shy away from these difficult passages, or make excuses for David’s behaviour.
I am not going to try to do this. I teach Safeguarding in the Methodist Church, both Foundation and Advanced, these have been updated over the last couple of years to bring them in line with the truth about society and the fact that the Church is no exception. There have been many stories in the papers on the news telling us just how far the Church has ‘Got it wrong’ in the past, the recent Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) has shown that very clearly.
When I read this passage these wrongs came into my mind, and the things that happened in this reading resonate with things that have been going on in this country and in the Church for centuries.
David as King should have been leading his men into battle, this was a time for wars, the seeds had been set, the harvest had been gathered in and it was the time for Kings to go to war, it didn’t matter who the war was against, it was just the time to do it. Yet we are told that David sent his men off.
This left him time to be idle, no-one around except women and children, David had several wives at this point in his journey of life, but that’s obviously not enough for him. He’s had his afternoon nap (as his men fight), then he wanders around aimlessly, being the King’s house, it would have been the tallest in the area, so David can look over and watch whoever he wants to, he spots Bathsheba, he finds out who she is, and, even though he now knows she is married, he sends for her and he ‘sleeps’ with her.
In her private garden Bathsheba, was carrying out the law by having a ritual wash to clean the dirtiness of having had her period (Man has made these rules, even though God has ordained this to be the way children are conceived), she is going about her business in a walled courtyard, not aware that she was being watched by the King.
The King is in the position of power, Bathsheba is just a servant, in all the years I have been a Church goer and heard sermons on this story, no-one has ever labelled it what it is, rape, Bathsheba had no choice in the matter and afterwards she was sent back home.
Many girls and women (and some boys and men) have been subject to this kind of behaviour for centuries, even millennium, and those who could have made changes have sat back, people haven’t been believed, even more they have been condemned, ostracized for speaking out, many have gone on to take their own life because life has been made so difficult for them.
Abuse of any kind can have lasting affect on the persons health and wellbeing, childhood abuse, especially sexual, can severely affect a child’s development and lead to huge difficulties in adulthood, this is compounded when the abuser is someone in a position of power and trust,:- parent, doctor, member of the clergy or congregation, or, as in David’s case, a leader (Royalty/politician), this leads to confusion, who can they trust, then comes the element of secrecy:- ‘don’t tell’, ‘this is our secret’ ‘you’re very special’
In this passage David goes further, when Bathsheba sends a note to say she was pregnant, David’s response is to send for her husband to come back for a break, he tried his best to get Uriah to sleep with his wife and then he can put it on Uriah’s shoulders, however, Uriah is a ‘good’ leader of men, he won’t accept comforts whilst his men are sleeping on the ground, eating meagre rations and fighting. David then does the ultimate and ensures that Uriah won’t be coming home by ensuring he was in the centre of the battle, almost sure to get killed, which he does.
If you read on into the next chapter you would discover that God was not pleased with David and there are consequences.
The Church today, and this country is beginning to acknowledge that abuse happens and the abused is not to blame, however it has a long way to go, only a very tiny amount of rape or abuse cases get to court and those that do very rarely lead to a conviction so there aren’t full consequences here on earth, the burden of proof can be impossible and sadly it is only in Scotland where a Not Proven verdict can be brought in, so the rest have to cope with a not guilty verdict .
The Methodist Church carried out a Past Cases review between 2015 – 2018 and out of that they concluded firstly that the Church had got it wrong, secondly it hadn’t been and still wasn’t a safe place and thirdly that the only way forward was to listen to the voices of those who have been there, I belong to a group called The Survivors Advisory Group, brought together by the Safeguarding lead at Connexion, to advise on policies, training and many other parts of Church life. We now sit on committees, giving advice and ensuring that firstly the Church acknowledges that there are consequences to it’s actions and secondly that in time safeguarding in the Church will be a way of life and God’s Will can truly be carried out, then God may be able to look down and not use the words expressed in the Psalm.

Prayer of Confession – responsive
God our maker, mysterious and unseen yet closer than breathing, the still and loving centre of our lives. Forgive us if our hearts are not still enough to hear you, or our lives too busy to respond to your promptings. Speak Lord: we are listening
God our defender, you love us with a love that never fails. Forgive us when we have failed to express in our dealings with others, in our unbelief of things we hear, and especially when we don’t act in the way you call us to act with others. Speak Lord: we are listening
God our friend, you seek out each one of us and offer your comfort. Forgive us when we have disappointed, criticised or undermined those you love. You see the potential in each person, yet sometimes we limit others’ gifts and deny them the right to find freedom. Speak Lord: we are listening
Renewing God, you are in all our growing and offer the promise of forgiveness and new life.
Help us to accept your love and work with you to bring in your Kingdom. Thank you God for your unfailing love Amen

Hymn No 613(StF) – God how Can we forgive when bonds of love are torn 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zuBTuh4CsyE

Reading – John 6 : 16 – 21

This passage from John shows to us that God never forsakes us, for those reading this who have seen the other side of the rainbow, the darkness, the despair, the loneliness, those who have been in that place like me where faith is rocked to it’s core, hold on, it is people who have made the mistakes not God, He is holding out His hand, He is walking to the place you are at and He’s waiting.
Since humanity first sinned mankind has had freewill, some choose the good road to journey on, some choose the bad road to journey on, God doesn’t force either He just has a hearts desire for all to journey on the good one, and earth to reflect heaven, until that day there will be those amongst us, even in our congregations, who choose to be wolves dressed in lambs clothing.
Have courage and remember as Paul wrote in Roman’s 8 :38 – 39 Nothing can ever separate us from the Love of God Amen
Hymn No 693 (StF) – Beauty for brokenness www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kVHKuldZyw

Intercession -I’m leaving this for you, spend some time reflecting how easy it is to ‘get it wrong’, how hard it is for those without a voice, and those who are close to losing their faith because of other’s actions. Pray your prayer for all these situations and close with the original version of the Lord’s prayer or this alternative version – The survivors Lord’s Prayer:- O Lord you reside in glory, we glorify you and thank you for the knowledge of eternal life. Lord we long for the day when all people on earth do your will, We ask you to feed us on your love, grant us peace in our hearts when we find it difficult to forgive, help us to find the way to live in freedom, doing your will through Grace. For you are the God of love, peace and joy. Your Kingdom is the only place of true safety. Amen (Vivien Almond)

Hymn No 103 (StF) – God is love: let earth adore him www.youtube.com/watch?v=QnysjgmsI2s or www.youtube.com/watch?v=SqqBu1VVHqM

(Eph 3: 20 - 21)  Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 21 Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen.
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